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PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

O infinite one, Your love for us is 
great. You who are rich in mercy, bend 
Your ear to us and hear our prayers. 
Draw near to us this day and allow us 
to experience Your generous and for-
giving embrace and to receive Your 
manifold kindness. 

Then may we respond with the faith 
of our hearts and not just the ideas 
from our heads, for nothing we can 
conceive in our minds will come any-
where near to the devotion You desire 
of us. Help us to trust You with our in-
nermost being and not just rely on the 
work of our hands, for the tasks You 
set before us are best accomplished 
when we yield our wills to Yours and 
align our efforts with Your grace plan. 

For we are what You have made us to 
be. We are each unique witnesses to 
Your handiwork, created to do the 
good work You have called us to do. 

Grant that all of us this day dem-
onstrate the faith and trust You de-
serve in all that You have prepared for 
us. Then may our lives serve to glorify 
You as we call upon Your name. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

FAMILIES FIGHTING INFLATION 
AND DEBT IN 2023 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last year was difficult for the 
American family. Under disastrous 
policies of Biden and the Democrat-led 
Congress, inflation reached 40-year 
highs, causing everyday prices to sky-
rocket. 

December marked the 21st straight 
month that inflation was higher than 
real wages. As a result, Americans are 
relying on credit cards as payment, and 
nearly half are carrying debt from 
month to month, up 39 percent from 
last year, according to Bankrate. 

Credit card balances increased 15 per-
cent versus last year, the largest in-
crease in more than 20 years, according 
to a recent quarterly report of the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of New York. 

When Biden took office in 2021, infla-
tion was 1.4 percent, but it has risen 
nearly 14 percent since then, destroy-
ing jobs. 

The House Republican majority is 
committed to fighting inflation and 
lowering the cost of living, creating 
jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
who successfully protected America for 
20 years as the global war on terrorism 
continues, moving from the Afghani-
stan safe haven to America. 

Our sympathy to the family of Tom 
Young, Sr., of Aiken, South Carolina. 

f 

HONORING THE LEGACY OF 
CAPTAIN JOHNATHAN BENTON 

(Mr. ELLZEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ELLZEY. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
come before the House of Representa-
tives to honor the legacy of Captain 
Johnathan Benton. Captain Benton 
tragically lost his life on January 16, 
2023, in a small plane crash. 

Johnathan was a man of service. He 
served our country faithfully for over 
25 years in the Air Force. During that 
time, he was a command pilot with 
over 4,000 hours in the C–130 and KC– 
135. He was also an instructor and eval-
uator pilot. 

He spent over 750 days deployed in 
support of conflicts in Bosnia, Afghani-
stan, and Iraq. He eventually retired as 
a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Air 
Force’s Air National Guard for the 
State of Oklahoma. 

After his time in the military, 
Johnathan served as the Government 
Affairs Committee chairman for CAPA 
as well as the Allied Pilots Associa-
tion. 

Johnathan never stopped serving our 
country. Through his role as chairman 
for CAPA and APA, he continued to ad-
vocate on behalf of Americans. 

To his wife, Bridget, and two chil-
dren, Nathan and Ashlynn Marie, I am 

truly sorry. Your husband and father 
was a great man. He had a great big 
heart and loved you all dearly. What he 
gave our country cannot be summed up 
in a 1-minute speech, but the legacy he 
leaves and the good works he has done 
will last forever. 

f 

DEFENDING THE SECOND 
AMENDMENT 

(Mr. MCCORMICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in defense of the Second Amend-
ment, which is, once again, under at-
tack by the unelected Federal bureau-
crats in Washington. 

The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives is seeking to 
reclassify firearms with pistol braces 
as short-barreled rifles, a classification 
which threatens to make criminals of 
tens of millions of law-abiding Ameri-
cans who have already purchased these. 

The extra red tape, fees, and registra-
tions that the ATF wants to require is 
an unnecessary punishment for shoot-
ing enthusiasts who purchased per-
fectly legal accessories to their legal 
firearms. 

This follows a long pattern we have 
seen for decades in Washington’s 
antigun, unconstitutional policies, 
which could never make it through 
Congress as a law that is imposed upon 
the public through the rule-making 
process. 

Americans are tired of unelected 
Federal agencies spending their tax 
dollars attacking and curtailing the 
constitutional rights of law-abiding 
citizens. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1730 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. WITTMAN) at 5 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or votes objected 
to under clause 6 of rule XX. 

The House will resume proceedings 
on postponed questions at a later time. 

f 

CHANCE TO COMPETE ACT OF 2023 
Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and pass the bill 
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